
Name: _________________________________________________________________________

Address:    _______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________     Telephone:   _____________________________

Payment by:                  Check*                       Money order                        MasterCard                     VISA                         Discover                           American Express

Card# _________________________________        Exp. Date:   _____________________________

Signature: _______________________________________________________________________

July 2009  
624 pages | 8 x 10
ISBN 978-0-271-03369-3 | cloth: $110.00 sh 
 
Special Price: $88.00 cloth
20% off using this form.

penn state press

*Make checks payable to Penn State University. 
  Please mention the CS09 code when ordering by phone.

KATERINA’S WINDOWS 
Donation and Devotion, Art and Music, as Heard and Seen Through the Writings of a Birgittine Nun
CORINE SCHLEIF AND VOLKER SCHIER

Return form with payment to:
PENN STATE UNIVERSITY PRESS
University Support Bldg. 1, Suite C
University Park, PA  16802-1003 

Credit card orders: 800-326-9180
Tol l  f ree fax:  877-PSU-BOOK
h t t p : / / w w w . p s u p r e s s . o r g

CS09

The wealthy Katerina Lemmel entered 
the Maria Mai monastery in 1516—
and rebuilt it. In Katerina’s Windows, 
readers can observe how stained glass 
was donated and commissioned and 
witness spectators’ reaction to it, rang-
ing from critical aesthetic assessments 
to iconoclastic acts.

The book presents historical texts and 
interpretive analysis. Katerina Lemmel 
and those around her are given voice 
through translations of seventy-three 
sources, including personal and busi-
ness letters, chronicle accounts, and 
legal documents, most of which have 
never been transcribed or published 
before. Necessary explanations as 
well as theoretical considerations and 
critical insights are provided through 
the voices of the authors.

Katerina Lemmel’s letters allow 
glimpses into the materiality of mo-
nastic life; views of the interconnected 
workings of art, music, liturgy, and 
literature; evidence of the persuasive 
powers of a nun who functioned as 
negotiator; accounts of one woman’s 
struggles on behalf of other women; 

and data on women’s networks. The 
sources provide insiders’ insights into 
the spiritual economies later scorned 
by Protestant reformers. They also of-
fer an eyewitness account of the social 
challenges to this system that erupted 
in violent clashes during the Revolu-
tion of 1525.

The material offers a fresh look at art 
and music made by and for nuns. Much 
previous literature has focused on nuns 
as mystics and visionaries, and on 
their art as primitive or mundane. This 
book demonstrates the roles of nuns 
as active agents for sophisticated art 
and innovative liturgical music.

Corine Schleif is Professor of Art His-
tory at Arizona State University.

Volker Schier is a musicologist and 
research associate with the Arizona 
Center for Medieval and Renaissance 
Studies at Arizona State University.
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Please send me Katerina's Windows:

_______  cloth @ $88.00 subtotal:   __________
U.S. shipping and handling: $6.00 first book, $1.00 each add'l:   __________

Foreign shipping and handling: $20.00 first book, $5.00 each add'l:   __________
PA residents, add 6% sales tax; Canadians, add 7%  GST:   __________

Total:   __________


